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FROM THE DIRECTOR OF THE
SCHOOL OF AGRICULTURE!

Greetings!li The School of Agriculture is busy, busy place
these days. The students, faculty and staff continue to
work hard to accomplish many goals. The 1997-1998 acade-
mic year is well underway

For the fourth straight year, we have been privileged to
add a new tenure track faculty member. Patrick Berends
Joined our facuity this past summer. He teaches in the area
of agribusiness and is enjoying his first year.

Spring 1998 has been designated as the semester to de-
velop a Strategic Plan for the School of Agriculture. The
process is underway but there is a lot to accomplish in the
next three months. Input from students will be requested
during the process. We welcome input from anyone - alum-
ni especially. We (faculty & staff} will be discussing this with
the Ag Advisory Council in March. Be thinking about what
you might contribute as input.

We have about 108 new students this year. Jodi
McDermott, our Ag Student Coordinator, continues to give
leadership to our recruitment efforts. She works with the
Ag Student Ambassadors who do so much for the School
of Agriculture. Thank you to that group.

This spring the School of Agriculture is hosting the 1998
NACTA Judging Conference April 16-18. Dr. Roger Higgs
and Alicia-Prill-Adams are co-chairing those efforts. So far
about 135 teams from throughout the United States have
registered to come. This is an important event for us and
we are all looking forward to it.

Russell Hall renovation is scheduled to begin this sum-
mer. The project should be completed by Fall 1999 or
Spring 2000.

Many many annual activities are taking place. We are
working hard to continue the standard of excellence the
School of Agriculture has enjoyed over the years.

Come see usli!

Sincerely,
Dr. Susan Price
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* Alumni Corner
* Housing Improvements

* Thoughts From Advisory
Council

Dear Alumni and Friends of Alpha Gamma Rho,

My name is Gregg Wolf and | am elected
| the 1998 Noble Ruler of the Beta Gamma
¥ | Chapter at UW Platteville. Beta Gamma is
% currently going through many challenges
and changes, but | feel that these challenges
and changes are for the better.

The biggest thing to get used to is the
smaller numbers that we have due to the changes in the
School of Agriculture. The number of students have cur-
rently been holding at about five hundred, but the number
of women to men ration has been changing, but they
seem to currently be staying steady. So the recruitment has
become greater importance for Beta Gamma. We feel that
we are really doing well in the aspect of recruiting quality
members, but none the less, numbers have been down.
Now more than ever alumni support in recruitment is need-
ed. If any of you alumni know any students coming to UW
Platteville please mention us to the student, and contact
our recruitment office. Your help would greatly be appreci-
ated.

The biggest change that is happening my term is the im-
plementation of the Sweetheart program. | am happy to
say that we just elected our first Sweetheart. Her name is
Erin Mullin from Milton, Wisconsin. With the addition of
Erin our current number is four. | feel that with the smaller
number of women it will better match our current chapter,
and will allow for us to have more special suppers, special
events, and other things for these women. We really want
to make it an honor for the girl whom is elected. We will be
doing this once a year every spring. This whole program is
very new to us, and of course is subject to change.

I look forward to the coming year and what challenges it
holds. | foresee a successful term for all of the officers which
I am serving with. They are fresh with new ideas and ex-
citement. This excitement | hope will carry throughout the
year. Thank you for all alumni support. Any questions or
comments, please contact me at the house.
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* Building Fund Members
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ALUMNI COMMENTARY

For twenty-five great years we have called each other
brothers and have carried with us a log book of memories
that tie both our hearts and minds to an organization, a
house... no, more than a house... a home. It seems howev-
er, that after each of us have graduated we become more
like distant relatives. To whom do we point the blame for
this... no one but ourselves - you, me, all of us.

I have only been away from “home” for one year, after
graduating with a degree in Agribusiness. | now work as a
legatized gambler! Just kidding, | work as a commodity bro-
ker for First Capitol Ag in Platteville, W1. Due to my location,
many people say that it is much easier for me to be in-
volved..maybe so. But when | think about the times when
only a brother stood between me and the possibility of
leaving Platteville or when | could share my successes with
a prother when no one else would - that is what brings me
back! It is an opportunity to help another young man who
may be in the same position as | was.

As an active, the organization helped to cultivate many
principles of leadership and personal growth in me that |
wouldn't have developed anywhere else. One thing that |
learned was that an effective leader leads by example. |
have come to realize that to whom much is given, much is
required. | am willing to make a personal step forward to
help fortify this chapter.

I was asked to write what | thought | could do to help
the Active/Alumni Relation committee in order to make
Alpha Gamma Rho stronger..nothing really. Remember it
takes much more than money and materials to build a
home - it takes time, love and support. If any of you have
any input and are willing to share it with me, you can
reach me at (608} 348-3233. | want to leave you with a
challenge: give of yourself, in some capacity, just one de-
gree more than you did last year

Sincerely,

Mike North

Check out our new Homepage on the Net!

http://vms.www.uwplatt.edu/~agr/
or e-mail us at
agré@uwplatt.edu

My name if Frank Friar. | graduated in 1969 with my B.X
in Ag. Ed. and in 1970 with my M.S. in Ag. Ed. | was part of
the Founding Fathers and also part of the Alumni involved
in purchasing the first AGR house on Pine Street.

My wife, Judy, and | have been happily married for over
26 years. We have three children: Julie, 22, a senior at UW-
LaCrosse, Sara, 18, a senior at Baraboo High School, and
John, 14, an eighth grader at the Baraboo Middle School.

Farm Credit Services has been my employer for a little
over 20 years. At the present | am Senior Vice President of
Operations at Harvestland Farm Credit Services, headquar-
tered in Baraboo, WI.

Dr. Campbell contacted me in the Spring of 1997 and
asked me to be on the advisory committee. | am always
happy to do anything to help AGR, so was pleased to be
asked and become involved. This role has transitioned to
the Finance Committee. My goal for the Finance
Committee is to improve the current financial situation and
to plan for future financial success.



WELCOME A NEW ALUMNII

| joined the Beta Gamma chapter at
| Platteville in the fall of 1996. My initiate class
was Beta Theta. | am approaching my grad-
uation this coming May. | am a transfer stu-
dent from Clinton Community College in
Clinton, IA. | obtained my Associate Degree
in Science there. In May, | will be graduating
with a B.S. in Soil and Crop Science with a comprehensive
emphasis.

Upon coming to the University of Wisconsin at
Platteville, | did not plan on joining any Greek organization
due to my only being here two years. The recruiter met
with me at my home during the summer and | was ex-
tremely interested in Alpha Gamma Rho. | met with the
brothers of Alpha Gamma Rho at Platteville and they were
very friendly and nice. | was initiated on September 12,
1996

I am currently interviewing for employment opportuni-
ties. After graduation, | hope to obtain a job in an
Agronomy field of some kind. | hope to live in Whiteside
County, lllinois. After my wedding in October, my fianceé,
Lisa Tiesman and | plan to live on the family farm. | would
like to thank the Brothers of Beta Gamma for a lot of memo-
ries and many life-long brothers.

Sincerely,

Calvin Deetz

1998 EXECUTIVE BOARD OFFICERS

Noble Ruler Gregg Wolf
VNR-Recruitment Sean Timm
VNR-Membership Development Jeff Bode
VNR-Alumni Relations Paul Zuelke
VNR-Activities Ty Wingert
VNR-Finance Luke Gierach
VNR-Planning Andy Schraufnagel
VNR-Scholarship Brian Dinderman
VNR-Operations Tom Schuh
VNR-Provisions Nick Homan

HOUSE IMPROVEMENT REPORT!

This year has been a very productive year
for house improvements. The biggest im-
provement that occurred this year is the ad-
dition of a new wall in the first floor hallway.
The reason for the addition was simply the
old pressure loft makeshift wall that was
there was beginning to look a little rugged.
The second reason for the project was that rooms one and
two did not have doors, and the rooms were very hard to
keep warm in the winter with the fire door acting like a re-
frigerator door. The hallway entrance was also spruced up
with a new archway where the old hall door was. | urge
everyone that can to come back to the house for a visit and
check out the work done on first floor.

— VNR Operations Tom Schuh

ALUMNI ON THE MOVE

These are the Alumni and the city that they moved to or
their old address has changed. Feel free to call us at Beta

Gamma to get "the rest of the story.”

David Becker Johnson Creek Wi
Kenneth Fielder Lena IL

Daryll Hankemeier Bellvue IA
Gary Hansen Richland Center Wi
Phillip Hermsen Auburn AL
Garry Hodge Sterling IL

Kenneth Jenks Onedia Wi
Lyle Jeske Green Bay Wi
Kenneth Klaes Alliance NE
Kevin Long Racine Wi
Daniel Mathias Collins w!
Daryll Hankemeier Bellvue IA
Jeffrey Mohiman Lafayette IN
Leonard Pluemer Lancaster Wi
Dennis McDougall Rockford iL

Daniel Mathias Coliins \i
Eugene Mulligan Beaver Dam Wi
Francis Raupp Davenport IA
Allen Rudy Stanwood IA
Don Von Ruedun Fon du Lac Wi
Paul Steffes Cadott Wi
Robert Schwoerer Howards Grove Wi
John Stephenson Elkhorn Wi
Donald Von Rueden Fon du Lac Wi
Tim Waterworth Randolph Wi
Steven Weisensel Milwaukee Wi
James Wendler Withee Wi
Steve Wright North Prairie Wi

INTRODUCING THREE NEW MEMBERS TO

BETA GAMMA

My name is Steven Alan Weber. | am from Milton,
Wisconsin. My parents are Darrel and Patsy Weber. | come
from a 160 acre farm, and we raise some beef, sheep and
swine. | am a freshman and am majoring in Ag. Business. |
Joined AGR because of the impact it can have on my life.

My name is Brian Matthew Paul, from Milton,
Wisconsin. John and Mary Paul are my parents. ! lived on
an eighty head dairy with 500 acres before we sold out. |
am currently a freshman at the University of Platteville.
Agribusiness is my chosen major. | decided to join Alpha
Gamma Rho because [ felt | would learn and grow from the
organization.

Hello, my name is Thomas Christopher Bruss. | am
from Mequon, Wisconsin. My parents are Dennis and
Wendy Bruss. | come from a dairy farm of 45 cows and it
consists of 250 acres. | am currently a freshman and my
major is Animal Science. | joined AGR because | heard it is a
great organization and will have a life long impact on my
life.
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My name is Mike Daniels. | was initiated Fall 1984 in the
Alpha Theta Pledge Class. | graduated in Spring 1987 with
an Ag Business Major/Business Administration Minor.

I have been employed with the United States
Department of Agriculture since graduating in 1987. At pre-
sent, | am a Loan Specialist with Rural Development. | over-
see the supervision of 174 rental housing complexes. These
complexes serve low income elderly and low income fami-
lies

My wife Micelle and | have lived in Oregon, Wisconsin
for the past five years. We have a Shetland Sheepdog Jessie
and striving to start a family. During our free time, for the
past five years we have taught religion to a class of sixth
graders and are members of the Oregon Jaycees. Michelle
enjoys bowling, volleyball and crafts. | spend time garden-
ing in the summer, woodworking, volleyball and beer mak-
ing.

I currently serve on the Alumni Relations advisory com-
mittee. We provide input to the Alumni Board. Doc.
Campbell called this past fall and asked if [ would help out
Alpha Gamma Rho. Well when Doc. asks, it is hard to say
no. So, here | am to try help the Alumni Boards with
Alumni Relations. Some topics that we are discussing are,
communications, publications, annual meeting, and fund
raising.

“To Make Better Men”
o

FOUNDERS DAY BANQUET REMINDER |
SATURDAY, MARCH 28, 1998 |
Platteville Golf and Country Ciub

Agenda

(Platte Room in student center) 1:30-4:00
Topics
* Elect two new directors to the board
: * Finance committee recommendations
| on existing property, including 880 Union
* Windows and siding project for summer 1998
* New fund raising programs
5:30
6:30
7:30
8:00-12:00

608-348-2301
608-348-8800
608-348-9518
$20 per person
$25 at the door

» Governor Dodge Best Western
* Super 8
Mound View

CONGRATULATIONS!

On December 29, 1997 Richard and Barbara Blakely gave
birth to their second child. Aaron William Blakely weighed
in at 6 pounds and 6 ounces.



BUILDING FUND APPRECIATION

The Alumni Board along with the Active Chapter would like to thank the following
brothers who have donated to this program throughout the years. The grand total was

$30,084.79! Way to go AGR!

Dave Badula
Dave Biggs
Mark Binversie
Randy Binversie
Dave Bohnhoff
Dan Chipman
Patrick Crombe
Roger Dahl
Mike Daniels
Cynil Dietelhoff
Dan Dishno
Dan Drewitz

! Dan Dries
| John Dorshorst

Jack Ellickson
Bill Frank
Francis Friar
Thomas Friar
Ken Gay

Steve Gay
Wayne Gerlach
Ken Gibson
Jim Goodman
Earl Heimerdinger
Dan Helgeson
Phil Hermsen

Gary Herzberg
David Hooston
Johnny Hulbert
James Hurlbert
Ken Janes

Larry Jarret
Dave Jelle

Al Johnson
Stan Jones

Kim Kassey

Ron Keil

Pat Kelly

Jeff Key

Al Kiug

George Koerner
George Kilbride
Jeff Kroes

John A. Kruger
John H. Krueger
Mike Krutza

Pat Krutza

Rick Kuhle

Jim Lang

Jeff Laufenberg
Scott Laufenberg
Leo Lembitz

Brad Lenschow
Randy Lenz
Bruce Makhoim
Paul Manke
David Martin
John Marotz
Mike Martz
John Massey
Dan Matthais
Kevin McArtor
Joe McDonald
Dennis McDougall
Dan McGowan
Terry McMahan
John Meyers
Chuck Milter
Dale Mondlock
Tim Mueller
Keith Mulder
Mike Myers
Paul Onan
Dave Otte

Brad Paulson
Dale Pertzborn
Jan Peterson
Charles Rasmussen

Gregg Raupp |
William Retza |
Rho-Mates ‘
Richard Rickelman
Gary Ruegsegge ‘
Mike Sands |
Kent Schoeny |
John Scott '
Lynden Snetcher
Stuart Stangler
Jim Timm

John Towns

Eric Trapp

Kim Viesselmann
Don Von Ruden
John Wegman
Paul Wegmann
John Wegmueller
Mark Wienkes
Ken Wilcox

Steve Windett
Herb Yanke

\We would also like to recognize the following individuals who donated to the Siding

ing the Beta Gamma Chapter!

Matt Badke

Dave Badula
Dave Bohnoff
Kurt Breuning
Jason Brown
Vincent Bush
Steve Chamberlin
Steve Chamberlin
Mike Daniels

Jim Dedering

Jeff Kroes

Scott Laufenberg
Bradley Lenschow
Brian Long

Bob Lotter

Steve Massey
Kevin McArtor
Tom McKittrick
Dule Mondock
Tim Mueller

Dan Dishno
Brian Donnelly
Bill Helwig

Kerry Henning
Gary Hertzberg
Dav Houston
Bob Janes

Craig Keller

Bob Klahn

Kevin Klubertanz

' and Windows Project. Thank you for your continued support and dedication on improv- |

Brad Otten

Lyl Poch

Gregg Raupp
Bill Retza

Philip Schieicher
Stuart Stansler
Bob Weglain
Ward Weisinser
Mark Winters



Alumni Corner...

My name is Dave Bohnhoff. | was initiated in Spring 1976
(Omicron pledge class). | was born and raised on a dairy
farm in Plymouth, WI. | graduated from Plymouth High
School in 1974 and enrolled in the (now defunct) agricultur-
al engineering program at Platteville the following fall. | put
my BS degree to work in January of 1979 as a design engi-
neer for Gehl Company in West Bend, WI. After two years
of skid steer loader design, | left Gehl and returned to
Plymouth where | farmed with my dad and brother.

On July 2, 1982, | married Rhonda Johanning. That fail |
enrolled in the agricultural engineering graduate program
at UW-Madison and received my Ph.D. in early 1988. | was
hired as a professor at UW-Madison upon graduation and
have taught and conducted research in the agricultural
structures area since. During 1995-1996 (while on a leave of
absence from the University) [ served as Division Manager
of Research and Product Development for Lester Building
Systems in Lester Prairie, MN.

[ am currently building my own house in Madison with
the help of my wife and my three sons: Benjamin {15},
Christian ({13), and Aaron (11}, We hope to have the house
completed before Aaron graduates from high school.

I have volunteered to help on the AGR alumni facilities
committee because of my interest in construction and my
concern about the future of the fraternity in Platteville. In
addition to helping plan and assist in major house remodel-
ing. I would like to help plan and construct a new garage.
As | envision it, this garage would be a welkinsulated post-
frame structure about 36 feet wide and 50 feet long with a
minimum interior clear height of about 14 feet.One end
would have a mezzanine for storage (about 16 x 36 feet),
with the area under the mezzanine used for activities that
require only 8 feet of headroom (car repair, carpentry work,
weight training, etc.] The other end would be kept clear for
winter-time basketball, float building, larger parties, and
other fraternity activities. | would estimate the cost of the
completed structure to be about $25,000 assuming that
we provide the labor. Current zoning allows for construc-
tion of such a structure. | believe that this garage would
have a major positive impact on recruiting. | see it as the
center of activities as brothers gather, for example, on a
Sunday in winter to work on cars, watch TV, play cards,
shoot hoops, lift weights, etc.

My name is Terry Cushman. | was an honorary member
inducted during the time when Robert Cropp was Dean of
the College of Agriculture. | was his assistant at the time. |
have a B.S. (1976} in Agri-Business with a minor in Ag-
Mechanization and a M.S. {1995) in Agricultural Industries
(Comprehensive).

I was involved in the agricultural equipment industry for
about 15 years before accepting a position with the College
of Agriculture as the Assistant to the Dean in 1986. In 1991, |
became the Coordinator of Orientation and Registration in
the Office of Admissions and Enroliment Management and
served the University in that capacity until May of 1995. |
have been continually involved with the University on a
parttime basis since that time holding responsibilities for
the recruitment of out of state students.

My wife (Cheryl) and | have three children; Cole (15),
Carly (12}, and Carter {10) who will attend school in the
Platteville School District. My wife has been employed at
Southwest Health Center for 18 years in various roles, most
recently as Outpatient Clinic and same-day surgery nurse.
We also own 520 acres north of Platteville and enjoy being
close to agriculture through actual involvement in soil stew-
ardship and livestock production. | also consult businesses
and individuals in planning their business structure, estate
planning and investment decisions.

| was asked to serve on the Advisory Council to assist in
recruitment. | can say from experience that the AGR organi-
zation is the most active and responsible group when con-
tacting prospective students. It is an honor for me to be
able to assist Alpha Gamma Rho Beta Gamma Chapter in
recruitment of new students into their organization.

My name is Herb Yanke. | was initiated Spring 1984. |
graduated from UW-Platteville in 5/87 with a BS in Tech
Agriculture. Since that time I've been farming with my fami-
ly in Prairie du Sac, Wisconsin. Since my father’s retirement,
it has been my cousin and myself. We have a dairy opera-
tion of 70+ cows and also raise steers. Our crops include al-
falfa, oats, corn, soybeans and vegetables for a local
cannery. Pioneer approached us in 1992 to see if we would
consider taking on the sales of Pioneer for this area. | ac-
cepted the challenge and have been a sales rep since.

In November of 1992, | was married to Ca hy (Lange]
who is from Platteville and also attended UW-Platteville.
She is currently working part-time as a Human Resource
professional for an environment engineering firm in
Madison. We were blessed with a beautiful baby girl in
March 1997

My involvement in the Alumni Advisory Committee
began in 1997. Bob Campbell asked that | participate be-
cause of my physical location to other committee members
as well as my involvement with the chapter as a leader
when an active as well as my continued involvement with
the School of Agriculture on campus

As the members of the Beta Gamma Alumni continue to
grow, so has the need for more alumni to become involved
with alumni activities and the active chapter as well.



A SALUTE TO TWO AGR'S

My name is Erik Olson, and the past year |
joined the US Army Reserve. My training
| consisted of eight weeks of Basic Training fol-
W lowed by 16 weeks of Advanced Training at
Fort Huachucha, Arizona. | was trained at
the United States Army Intelligence Center as
a 96 Bravo Intelligence Analyst. The training
was challenging, but with that came a great sense of ac-
complishment.

I am now back in college in my junior year as a Criminal
Justice major. | serve at the 389th Combat Engineer
Battalion in Dubuque, lowa. | hope to continue my military
training in counter-narcotics and counter-espionage. | con-
tinue to also retain my lifelong interest in dairy cattle, par-
ticularly Holsteins. Hopefully | will be able to participate in a
couple of dairy shows this summer, and [ know that | can
talk cows with many of my fellow brothers in AGR.

Hello my name is Ed Grommes,

This past year | joined the Army Reserve to |f
pick up some advanced training in the med-
ical field. | spent my Basic training at FT
Leonard Wood Missouri during the begin- |
ning part of the summer, and then | went on
to Ft. Sam Houston in San Antonio, Texas to
earn my Medical Specialist degree (91 Bravo).
The over all course took me 18 weeks so | had to miss the
fall semester of school, which | stayed home and worked
for an excavation company to save a little money for the
spring semester of school. After being in the army | finally
realized how much | missed school, and that | did not have
to get yelled and drill sergeants.

I am now back in school as a junior studying Animal
Science living the good life. When | moved back in to the
fraternity house a little sense of freedom came across me,
and | got the chance to meet our new cook, who can cook
some pretty good meals. Now one weekend a month |
have to attend a drill at the 389th Combat Engineer
Battalion in Dubuque, lowa, and go somewhere in the
world for 2 weeks during the summer. With being in the
Army | have the chance to travel all around the world to
meet new people and see new places. What better way to
represent my country as a soldier, and an American farmer.

AGR DOG TAGS

Order today to get your set! The active chapter is doing a
fundraiser to build up a strong Ways and Means fund for
the future and for much needed items in the house. An
AGR Dog Tag is a great way to remind yourself of the great
times you had in college and at the Beta Gamma House.
Many of the active members already have them and give
them to their little brothers as a gift to remind them of their
fraternity. Not only is this a great reminder of our fraternity
but it is also a really cheap memento too. One set will run
$12.00. This includes shipping and handling. You are proba-
bly wondering what a set consists of, right? Well | am glad
that you asked that guestion. One set of AGR issued Dog
Tags consists of two separate tags on a beaded chain. Each
tag contains information about yourself and the Beta
Gamma Chapter.

YOUR NAME

ALPHA GAMMA RHO
BETA GAMMA CHAPTER
051-000000-000

The numbers on the bottom of the tag stand for a few
things unigue to you. They are Beta Gamma Chapter
Number - Your initiation date - Your stud number. This
makes each set of tag your very own and they serve as re-
minder to you and they show your pride in this fraternity
wherever you wear them. Again they are only $12.00 and
that includes all postage and handling. We are able to ac-
cess all of the information regarding your initiation date
and stud numbers if you are not sure of them. If you are in-
terested please contact the house at 348-7370 or 348-6470
and ask for Nick Homan or Bob Hannes. Any questions
that you may have can be answered by these two gentle-
men. We would like to have a fair amount of orders before
we order our supplies. If you are interested and don't have
any questions please fill out the information below and
send a check for $12.00 to Alpha Gamma Rho, ¢/o Dog
Tags, 845 W. Madison St., Platteville, W| 53818. Please make
all checks payable to Alpha Gamma Rho.

Thanks for your support
Brothers of Alpha Gamma Rho
Ways and Means Committee

Dog Tag Order Form

Name:
ALPHA GAMMA RHO
BETA GAMMA CHAPTER
Address:
Phone:

Number of sets @ $12.00 ea.:




Alpha Gamma Rho
845 W. Madison St.
Platteville, WI 53818

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BULK RATE
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PLATTEVILLE, WI
53818
PERMIT NO. 124

Last Name, First Name

Address:

Stud Number: Month/Year Grad.

City:

State Zip Code:
Phone:

Fax:

Occupation:

Occupation Employer:
Business address:

Spouse:

Chiidren:

Major:

Initiate Class:

Comments:

Dear Brother,

We are in need of updating our
Alumni files so a printed directory can be
produced. We ask you to take a few min-
utes of your time to fill out the Alumni
Profile and mail it to:

VNR of Alumni Relations
845 /. Madison
Platteville, WI 53818

Your involvement is appreciated by all
of the Brothers at Beta Gamma.




